Family Spirorchiidae Stunkard, 1921
Vasotrema brevitestis sp. n. (Fig. 1 A comparison of sex and age of hosts examined with numbers of species of platyhelminths recovered indicates that the older the turtle, the more likely it is to be infected with platyhelminths and the more species of platyhelminths it is likely to harbor. This is especially true in the case of Ophiotaenia testudo. Magath (1924) reported that he found this cestode only in soft-shelled turtles having a carapace 8 or more inches in length, and that all such turtles were infected with the worm. All infected turtles reported by Magath must have been mature females, since male softshelled turtles do not attain such a length. In this study, all three females 8 inches or longer in carapace length harbored 0. testudo; no others of either sex were infected. As mentioned by Magath, it is possible that the intermediate host is of such a size that only the large turtles would be able to feed upon it and become infected.
